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College Planning Workshops 
Presenter Contact Information: Jennifer Strohm 

College Resource Counselor 
University of Wisconsin Colleges 

Call/Text: (920) 376-2679 
Email:  jennifer.strohm@uwc.edu 

 

"Finding the University for You: An Overview of UW Colleges" 

This workshop provides an overview of UW Colleges, the 13 freshman/sophomore 

transfer campuses of the University of Wisconsin System. Students will learn about the 

Guaranteed Transfer Program, the advantages of attending a UW Colleges campus, 

financial considerations, and how to apply. We'll also discuss other college options in 

Wisconsin. 

Grades: 9-12 

ACP Component: EXPLORE post-secondary options 

 

 

"Your Future Depends on It: Choosing Your High School Classes Wisely" 

During this presentation, we'll look at the importance of rigorous academics in high 

school and the impact that class choice has on college and career success. The ideal 

time of year for this presentation would be before  students choose courses for the 

following year.  

Grades: 9-11 



ACP Component: EXPLORE post-secondary options 

 

"Building Your Online Brand: The Power of Social Media in College Admissions 

and Beyond" 

Social media is a daily fixture in many of our lives. In this workshop, students will learn 

how to use their social media profiles for the better, while avoiding potential pitfalls. By 

thinking of their online identity as part of their brand, they can influence the decisions of 

college admissions personnel and future employers. 

Grades: 9-11 

 

"You've Got Options: Comparing College Choices in Wisconsin"  

During this presentation, we'll consider various post-secondary educational options in 

Wisconsin. Covering the UW Colleges two-year campuses, the four-year campuses of 

the UW System, and the Wisconsin Technical College System, we'll explore what each 

institution has to offer, and what factors students should consider when deciding where 

to attend. 

Grades:  10-12 

ACP Component: EXPLORE post-secondary options 

 

"ACT 1-2-3” 

This beginner's guide to understanding the ACT offers tips to be successful, and covers 

how to prepare for test day. The workshop includes an overview on the different 

sections of the test, what to bring on test day, and explores how the ACT can be a 

valuable tool for students' futures. The ideal time of year to present this workshop would 

be during winter or early spring before the test date in March. 



Grades: 10-11 

 

"College Planning 101: A Guide for Juniors" 

Junior year is an important planning time for college. During this session, we'll cover the 

college timeline for high school juniors, examine what it takes to be a competitive 

college applicant, and how to prepare for campus tours. We'll also go over questions 

every student should be asking of their prospective college, and explore what happens 

after they've been accepted.  

Grades:  10-11 

ACP Components:  EXPLORE post-secondary options and PLAN your high 

school courses 

 

"Write Your Way into College: Essay Writing Made Easy" 

Let's face it, for many of us, writing the college admission essay can be intimidating. In 

this workshop, we'll share strategies for elevating your application package by telling a 

compelling story in your essay. We'll get down to basics, starting with how to begin 

crafting your essay, dos and don'ts, tips for reducing writing anxiety, and how to develop 

the narrative behind your application and transcripts.  

Grades:  11-12 

ACP Components: EXPLORE post-secondary options 

 

“Behind the Scenes of the College Admissions Process” 

This presentation is packed full of valuable insight on the dos and don’ts of the college 

application process.  Students participants will learn what college admission teams look 

for in student applications through hands-on activities and group discussions. 



Grades:  10-12 

ACP Component:  EXPLORE post-secondary options 

 
 

Financial Aid Workshop  
UW-Sheboygan, Mark Krell 

Academic Advisor 
mark.krell@uwc.edu 

(920) 459-6682 
 

"Making College affordable: Financial Aid Explained" 

 
Higher education is one of the greatest investments you'll ever make, but finding a way 

to pay for it isn't always easy. In this workshop, we'll provide an overview of the financial 

aid process, including information on completing the FAFSA. We'll also discuss 

strategies for saving college, and identify alternative funding sources, including 

scholarships and grants.  

Grades: 11-12 

Inspire Sheboygan County Guest Speaker 

MISSION 

The Mission of INSPIRE Sheboygan County is to connect students to meaningful career 

experiences in the Sheboygan County Area. 

 

How to Request a Guest Speaker in Your Classroom? 

 

Quick Activities & Ideas for Supporting "Plan Your Future Week” 

● Have a college gear day: t-shirts, sweatshirts, sweatpants, etc (alma mater, 

siblings, parents, aunts & uncles) 



● Decorate classroom door in college colors, different college logos, jobs, etc. 

● Guest Speaker:  PHS graduate, current college student, professor, college 

admission rep, financial aid officer, employer, apprentice (if you need help with 

this, please let us know). You can use Inspire Sheboygan in Career Cruising to 

request guest speakers. 

● Discuss study skills  

●  Taking Charge of Your Future: pre-planned curricula on a wide variety of financial 

topics www.hansonbanking.org 

● Complete a practice college or scholarship application. 

● Talk to mom, dad, grandparents, etc about their experiences planning for their 

future--share out in class 

● Teachers talk about their personal college experiences 

● Brainstorm a list of as many different colleges as you can 

● Create a word wall--college terms/words related to your future 

● Students look up colleges on Career Cruising or the web 

● Interview parents/community members/adults/mentors about their college 

experiences 

● Interview current college students 

● Students research different majors on Career Cruising 

● Students create resumes on Career Cruising 

● Students make a list of dream jobs/careers and research the level of education 

needed via Career Cruising 

● Display college banners/pennants 

● Have seniors talk to younger students about their college search 

● Make a list of different types of colleges(two-year, technical, public, private,); find 

examples of each and how they differ 

● Create a poem/song about college/future 

● Journal/blog about topics related to future planning 

● Have students dress in their favorite college apparel 

● Have students research and present about their future plans 



● Love History--find out when certain colleges were started. 

● Have seniors talk to underclassmen about their experiences 

● Make a list of all the different post-secondary options available to students 

● Have students research the cost of further education: technical school, 

UW-Sheboygan (public freshmen/sophomore campus), Lakeland (private), 

UW-Milwaukee (public), specialized training school (cosmetology) 

● Have students research and present about a college to others in class 

● Hold a Socratic seminar relating to college and career readiness 

● ACT and/or SAT practice questions/trivia 

● Identify 2 schools that might be of interest based on career goals, favorite 

subjects, location, class size, etc.  Share in class. 

● College goal Wisconsin-- Information about FAFSA  http://collegegoalwi.org/ 

● Test Registration for University of Wisconsin-Electronic Application for Admission 

(you can practice applying online) 

https://apply.wisconsin.edu/TestRegistration.aspx 

● Journey to College--video geared towards 9th grade 

http://www.uwhelp.wisconsin.edu/journey 

 

 


